Basic Genealogy

Genealogy is the study of family history & how family members are related to one another

Why Do Your Genealogy?

e To preserve or better understand your family’s history

To trace your family’s medical history

To confirm or disprove family stories

To trace land or other property ownership

To find birth parents

e Because it’s fun!

Where to Start

* DO attempt to fill out a family tree, starting with yourself and working backwards
* DO list women in the tree with their maiden names, even if they were married

* DO interview older family members, neighbors, pastors

* DO study any old photos, letters, scrapbooks or family Bibles

*  DON'T start with a famous ancestor and go forward in time

*  DON'T consider someone else’s research as being 100% accurate — try to find a source for any information that
you use

* DON'T forget to take notes!

Ancestral Chart Example

Great Grandfather
PATERNAL LINE
Grandfather [B: D:
Born: Great Grandmother
thher Died: B: D:
Born: Married: Great Grandfather
Died: Grandmother [& b
Born: Great Grandmother
YOU Died: B D:
Born: Merried: Great Grandfather
Grandfather [e D
Born: Great Grandmother
Mo"her Died: B: D:
Borm: Married: G ‘G dfath
: reat Grandfather
Died: Grandmother [ .
MATERNAL LINE E‘:: :ree:: Grandmother
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Forms & Charts
* Ancestry.com Forms & Charts - https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms has ancestral charts, family
group sheets and source summaries

» Family Tree Magazine - http://www.familytreemagazine.com/FreeForms has sections on immigration and oral

history documentation

* Misbach - http://misbach.org/free-pdf-charts.html has variations of ancestral charts where photos can be added

» National Archives - https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-forms has ancestral charts, family

group sheets, census forms, and immigration forms.

Tools
*  Your partially complete family tree chart

* List of relatives and ancestors with as much information as possible for each person
* Blank genealogy forms: ancestral chart, family group sheets, source summaries, etc.

* Aplan for how you want to save interesting images or documents that you find (USB or Cloud Drive)

Keep in Mind

e Document your sources and try to find multiple sources when possible.

o Try to get full names (first, middle, last) as well as nicknames for your ancestors.

e Different versions (or misspellings!) of their names may be listed on different documents.
o The spelling of a name can change over time.

e You may have multiple family members with the same name.

e Remarriage was common and people started marrying at younger ages, which means multiple possible
surnames.

The Census

Historical censuses can give you information on:
*  Where your ancestors lived
* Marital status and length of marriage at the time of the census
*  Who they lived with
* Their ages at the time of the census
* Their birth states or countries as well as the birthplaces of their parents
*  Their occupations

*  Years of education
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*  Who their neighbors were (which could happen to be other family members)
Things to remember about the Census
* It was taken once every 10 years, starting in 1790.
* Census data is only available in the aggregate until 72 years after the date the census was taken.
* Sothe NEWEST census data including individual people’s data is from 1940.
*  The full 1950 US Census will be released in 2022.

*  Much of the 1890 Census was destroyed in a fire, so is no longer in existence (some Texas schedules exist, but
not all).

e Older censuses were handwritten and volunteers have transcribed them for use in various databases. Human
error (in spelling, math, etc.) does occur.

* Blank census forms are available through several online sources if you can’t read the handwritten headings.

* Census records before 1850 often only listed the name of the head of household. This is defined as “the person
in whose name the housing unit is owned or rented.”

*  Other individuals were documented with tally marks or numbers in specified categories related to age, gender,
race and legal status. Age is sometimes given within a range, i.e. “Free White Females under 10.”

*  From 1850-1890, other names were included but the relationship to the head of household was not given.

*  County boundaries have changed over time. HeritageQuest and Ancestry have an excellent Map Guide to the
census to track these changes.

* Located under “Maps” in HeritageQuest at the top of every page.
* Located under “Learning Center” in Ancestry.com.

* Keep in mind the date that the state where your ancestors lived was admitted to the union. Frequently there
were not consistent records kept in the territories.
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U.S. Territory and Statehood Status by Decade, 1790-1960

Outside U.S. Historical state boundaries
U.S. temitory Current state boundaries
179 180 32 (
1850 1860 90 900
1910 192 940 "EC
Comparison of Products
Ancestry.com Ancestry Library Edition HeritageQuest
Cost Subscription Fee Free Use in the Library Free Use in the Library or
only from Home
Save Family Tree Yes No No
Social Networking Yes Limited No
Collection More Less Less
Biography & Genealogy Yes
Master Index
Family & Local Histories Yes Yes
Collection
Family Trees from Yes Yes
Members
Freedman’s Bank Records Yes Yes
Historical Newspaper Yes
Collection
Immigration Records Yes Yes Yes
Revolutionary War Yes Yes Yes
Pensions
Passenger & Immigration Yes Yes

List Index (PILI)
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Ancestry.com Library Edition
*  You must be in the library — it cannot be used from home

* Goto the library home page

*  Move your mouse over E-Library in the top left corner and click on the Databases A-Z link in the middle
of the page under Research

* Ancestry Library Edition is the seventh resource listed under the letter A.
*  Click “Inside Library” to begin!
» U.S. Census records from 1790-1940
» Social Security Death Index with over 80 million records
*  Over 100 million U.S. state birth, marriage & death records
* Immigration and passenger lists from major ports such as New Orleans, New York, San Francisco.
* Military Records: Over 200 million records from the Colonial period to Vietnam

*  Other collections such as the American Genealogical-Biographical Index, Daughters of the American Revolution
lineage books, Dawes Commission Index & the Federal Writers Project Slave Narratives

* Ancestry has some records from Australia, Canada, Germany, Ireland, Mexico & the U.K. but these are not as
extensive as their U.S. counterparts

Search Tips
All results for Lyndon Baines Johnson
Search Filters E
. Results 1-20 of 2,746,769
Ancestry attempts to list iyndon baines S i CATEGORIES
records |n Order Of Johnson 1940 United States Federal Census nave: Lymdan B Johnson
anv: Texas, USA CENSUS _ 3
relevance. seouse: Claudia Johnson
YOU can adjust your search COLLECTION: All Collections v View Image sirTH: abt 1909 - Texas
R ce:1935 - Washington, District of
from the ”Edlt SearCh” Edit Search | New Search Columbia
resipence: Blanco, Texas
butt
utton.

All Categories
U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2013 name: Lyndon Baines Johnson

DIRECTORIES

> Census & Voter Lists +5,000

: : sirTH: abt 1952
> Birth, Marriage & Death View Image resipence: 1972 - Austin, Texas
. . > Military
Ancestry Library Edition
.y y > Immigration & Emigration +5,000 Pﬂs chjhf°”ea"b°°k5’ 1850:2013 nane Lyndon Baines Johnson
categorizes all the records o siar: abt 1956
> Newspapers & Periodicals +5,000
that appear as your SearCh iew Image resipence: 1972 - Johnson, Texas
Pictures
resu |tS % Stories, Memories & Histories 1,959 U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2013 name Mrs Lyndon Baines Johnson
DIRECTORIES e
You can narrow your search Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers 2,850 eirTH: abt 1945
View Image resipence: 1965 - Austin, Texas
to one category of results by > Directories & Member Lists
using the limiters on the left ~ >Court Land, Wills&Financial <20 kit S B
H > Dictionaries, Encyclopedias & ) ) abt 1945
Slde Of the page' Reference View Image resipence: 1965 - Austin, Texas
Family Trees *5,000 U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2013 nae: Lyndon Baines Johnson
S st abt 1948
Shortcut Kevs » e Voo sceinzure- 10RR - Auctin Tavac
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Try searching your ancestor’s name a different way
If you have used dates, try using the approximate dates (+/- __no. of years) rather than exact dates.

If your search includes a city, consider if the city was incorporated at the time your ancestor lived there. You
may have to use only a county name or state in your search.

If you know the name of another person you think lived in your ancestor’s household, try searching his/her
name instead.

Look at the data set that you are trying to search in Ancestry.com: does it cover the years/geographic area that
your ancestor lived in?

HOME | SEARCH I MESSAGE BOARDS  LEARNING CENTER  CHARTS AND FORMS  NEW COLLECTIONS P, Clicking on the ”Ca rd Cata|0g"

button on the search screen will let

Search you search which resources are
available.

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name Special Collections  Ea=aiziuled

Historica

: . Birth, Marriage & Death
Place your ancestor might have lived Birth Year Birth. Ba s
El Marri ce

Death, Burial, Cemetery & Obituarie
m Show more options ¥

Census & Voter Lists

LS. Fede

UK Census Collection

Filter By Collection books
Birth, Marriage & Death
Stories, Memories & Histories

Wills, Probates, Land, Tax &
Criminal

Filter By Location 1

You can search for a type of record
that you're interested in finding for
you ancestor, and Ancestry will

Card Catalog

Searchable listing of all record collections

Title
% Sort B; ity H H H
Resiiis f-40r4 Y| Popdierty show you which collections it has
Title ollection Records Activity . .
Keyword(s) : that might contain that record.
texas probate [ Tarrant County,Texas, Probate Index, 1800-2012
or Clearl T Is of th hof S k Bath) : with Soes Momness
[ The annals of the parish of Swainswick {near Bath) : wi o mones

&Histories

abstracts of the register, church accounts and overseers'

N

D Texas, Wills and Probate Records, 1833-197.

[ Texas, Potter County, Probate Index, 1901-2013

Family Tree Pages

You cannot create or change Family Tree pages using Ancestry Library Edition, but you can view trees that
members have made public.

Family Trees are not reviewed by Ancestry.com or any other group after members create them — there can be
errors in Family Trees, so verify information that you find here.

Documents and images that Family Tree creators attached to their trees can be viewed in the “Sources” column
in the “Facts” view

Individuals marked “Private” in Family Trees are presumed to be still living, so you can’t see their names or
details about their lives.
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Find a Grave Index

Includes photos, locations and other information about graves.

Profiles sometimes include family names, links to other family members pages on the site, biographies, birth and
death dates.

Information is submitted by volunteers.

Not all graves are included. You can look up a particular cemetery to see what percentage of the graves in that
cemetery have been documented.

Ancestry.com owns the site, but it can be accessed without a subscription.

HeritageQuest

Unlike Ancestry Library Edition, you can use it from home

* Goto the library home page at http://www.deerparktx.gov/library

*  Move the mouse over E-Library in the top left corner and click on Databases A-Z

*  Click on the letter H to jump to that section of the page and click on “Outside Library” if you are outside
the library. Click on “Inside Library” if you are in the library building.

*  You will be asked to enter your library card number outside the library
It gives you access to features not available in Ancestry Library Edition

Use it in conjunction with other resources to broaden your research

Genealogy Resources

CastleGarden.org - http://www.castlegarden.org/
Immigration list from America's first immigration point.

Ellis Island - https://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/
Passenger and immigration lists from America's most famous immigration entry.

Family Echo - https://www.familyecho.com/

Use your research to fill in a web-like family tree.

Family Search - https://www.familysearch.org/
User-friendly genealogy site maintained by the LDS church.

Find a Grave - https://www.findagrave.com/
Cemetery records, photos and forums.

Find My Past - https://www.findmypast.com/
Offers free access to the Periodical Source Index (PERSI), a comprehensive index of articles in historical,

genealogical, and ethnic publications.
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Galveston Immigration Database - http://www.galvestonhistory.org/attractions/maritime-heritage/galveston-
immigration-database#aboutthedatabase

Listing of immigrants through Galveston from the Texas Seaport Museum.

Houston City Directories - http://digital.houstonlibrary.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/citydir
Directories from 1866 and 1922 available through Houston Public Library.

Portal to Texas History - https://texashistory.unt.edu/
A gateway to rare, historical, and primary source materials from or about Texas. From UNT.

USGenWeb Project - http://www.usgenweb.org/
National, including TexasGenWeb (http://www.txgenweb.org/), resources arranged by county.

Where to Write for Vital Records - https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/index.htm
A directory of state resources for vital records; from the CDC.

Tutorials

AncestryAcademy - https://www.ancestry.com/academy/courses/recommended

Large selection of videos dedicated to using Ancestry.com. Some of the courses do require a login.

Ancestry Library Learning Center - https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/LearningCenter
Similar materials to HeritageQuest Research Aids, but also includes Immigration, Military, and Ethnic tips.

HeritageQuest Research Aids - https://www.ancestryheritagequest.com/HQA/ResearchAids
Tips and Tricks from HeritageQuest/Ancestry

Mid-Continent Public Library - http://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/online-learning
Links to tutorial videos and documents from Ancestry Day conference at the Midwest Genealogy Center.

Family Search Learning Center - http://familysearch.org/learningcenter/
Searchable collection of videos on a wide range of subjects.

Genealogy Videos - https://sites.google.com/site/genealogyvideos/
Links to helpful genealogy videos from various sites.

Deer Park Public Library Basic Genealogy


http://www.galvestonhistory.org/attractions/maritime-heritage/galveston-immigration-database#aboutthedatabase
http://www.galvestonhistory.org/attractions/maritime-heritage/galveston-immigration-database#aboutthedatabase
http://digital.houstonlibrary.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/citydir
https://texashistory.unt.edu/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/index.htm
https://www.ancestry.com/academy/courses/recommended
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/LearningCenter
https://www.ancestryheritagequest.com/HQA/ResearchAids
http://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/online-learning
http://familysearch.org/learningcenter/
https://sites.google.com/site/genealogyvideos/

